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J Q  Could you tell me your name?  
R A  I’m Robynn Butler 
 
J Q Which cyclone did you experience? And what year it was? 
R A I’ve been through 2 cyclones, Cyclone Winifred in 1986 and Cyclone Larry in 
2006. Cyclone Larry has the most vivid memories. 
 
J Q Can you tell me where you were when the cyclone struck? 
R A We live in the foothills of the mountain in Miriwinni right in the rainforest. 
 
J Q What type of structure did you shelter in, was it timber or brick, or was it 
another type of structure? 
R A Our house is made of brick it’s a clay brick. 
 
J Q Was the structure you sheltered in damaged during the cyclone? 
R A No thankfully it survived the cyclone and very minor little things no major 
structural damage at all. 
 
J Q Did you or anyone sheltering with you suffer any injuries? 
R A No we’re very lucky, no injuries which was good. 
 
J Q Were you given any warning that the cyclone was going to hit? 
R A Well the day before Cyclone Larry we were at the in Innisfail at the Feast of 
the Senses festival and while we were over there an announcement was made that the 
cyclone was approaching, so they closed the festival and everybody was advised to go 
home and make preparations for the cyclone and once we got home there was lots of 
warnings on the radio and television. 
 
J Q If any what response was there, for example SES? 
R A Well because we live out of town, we live in the bush we didn’t see the 
immediate response around town, but a couple of days later I went back to the 
Babinda Taskforce where I do voluntary work, and ugh! I was amazed the number of 
people helping out SES, electricity, Police just everybody was I just couldn’t believe 
that there was that amount of help in Babinda it was truly amazing I’ll never forget it 
and very thankful that all those people did come to help particularly in Babinda its 
fantastic. 
 
J Q Do you remember how long the cyclone lasted? 
R A Well it went up for a few hours at 9 o’clock at night we lost our power and it 
was even quite windy then we managed to get a couple of hours sleep and was woken 
up about 3 o’clock in the morning it was so windy it was just deafening and um I 
thought mmm it was starting to get a little bit scary then so we sort of managed to put 
a couple more things away and uh around and about it would have been about 6 
o’clock in the morning we had a phone call from my brother in New South Wales and 
he asked how I was going and he said I’ve just looked on the internet site the weather 



site and he said the cyclones approaching he says your gunna be bullseye well he just 
made me a little more scared but um yeah I think he was very concerned also because 
we had no power well I couldn’t check the internet website for myself and I was tuned 
into the radio station but there was no radio station the radio station went off the air 
too so we just didn’t really know except the wind and the rain just kept getting 
stronger all the time it we would have been about 20 past 7 – 7.30 am we had the eye 
of the cyclone yeah it um crossed over us and it was I think it was about quarter of an 
hour 20min it everything was very quiet and after eye passed over us ugh the noise (it 
was) cause we live beside the creek it was absolutely raging and the wind through the 
trees the rainforest it was just I hope those trees don’t fall on our house. But um yeah 
very lucky. 
 
J Q If you can remember, can you tell me how you felt during the worst of the 
storm? 
R A Yeah I was I was very concerned that um we might end up with a few trees on 
the house cause we are surrounded on three sides by rainforest we thought well what 
do we do if we all these trees come down, but they just missed the house fell all 
around us and um amazing really just amazing and um yeah I couldn’t believe it 
really I said a few prayers myself and um yeah I was just hoping that it wouldn’t last 
too long. 
 
J Q What is the most significant memory of that cyclone? 
R A The most significant memory would have to be the um devastation of our 
garden the clean up was a night mare it went on it was ongoing for about 12 months 
even a bit longer it was just incredible just the devastation that can happen just in  a 
few hours it causes work for months and months later and also um, no power for 16 
days it wasn’t so much the power we like we had the generator and portages it was the 
hot showers that we missed working outside in the rain day in day out after a long day 
in that and a little bit cool just love a hot shower and we really missed that hot shower 
especially after 16 days but yes I did shower but it cold shower, but yes. 
 
J Q Could you tell me how the event has affected you in the years since? 
R A Um, well I think um mentally I think we’ve survived it might have been a 
different story if we had have lost our house for a while there I was quite depressed 
we lost our prize winning garden and that was heart breaking for us we put 20 years 
of work into our garden which won lots of um local awards and a couple of Australian 
awards it was just devastation just devastation. So we just had a big job to get it back 
yeah. Financially we were ok because we didn’t have any major structural damage to 
our house and physically well uh because we had to clean up a lot of the garden well 
uh that kept us busy for 12 months I think that kept us fit and yeah and lots of hard 
work brought the garden back, um which I didn’t think would ever happen but it did. 
Yeah and um cause of all our hard work after we were one 4 finalist in ABC Gardener 
of the Year and um that was really satisfying to know that we got our garden back it 
was not in my wildest dreams would I ever have thought that would succeeded in 
doing that but we have and as my husband Larry his names is Larry he just says that it 
was another hiccup in life well I just hope we don’t have another cyclone as 
devastating as that one no I wouldn’t like that at all. 
 
J  Thankyou for doing that interview 
R  Thankyou 


